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A HOUSE OF CARDS
By Mrs B Lurle

CHAPTER V
The Narrative

Wo hnvo in our employ a young mnn a
certain Simon Harris Ho had been with us-
in many capacities nearly five years whim an
opportunity presented itself that liu was needed
ns agent at a brunch offlco wo opened up in-

Noosno Mo Wo hud beeh reeeiving eggs in-

cailotn from this point and rcshipping tliem-
to Chiengo Now Neosho is situated midway
between Kansas City and Chicago Wo hit on
the plan that instead of sending the ears to
Kansas City and halfway back again to Chi
iago a tmsted agent could pay for thorn right
in Neosho and mako shipment direct to Chicago
Tin Having in freight alono was no Hinnll item
Wo wnie thus enabled to pay a higher piieo
for the htufE and leave ourselves a handsome
margin besides Mr Disbrow in looking over
our available force recommended Simon Harris
as being most lit for the position This was
of couise a gieat compliment as tho joung-
mnn was not yet of ago and tho new post on
tailed the handling of unlimited sums of money
A very responsibly position truly

Hut wu had no fears Wo felt the young
mnn justified our confideneq We know very
many complex situations would arise in meet
ing eompctitipn handling the general morchan

stmo afoot to extent of mischief
ho was wojth ter nduct entniled

house caughtlitory itbelf nml all that tributary to it
tho boy had always shown splendid judgment
evincing tho liveliest Interest in tho affairs of
tho firm and looking out opportunity to-
promoto welfuro So different wns ho from
tho average office man per
forming just enough to keop his position and
diaw his salary thnt both Disbrow and
myself could not fail to notice nnd appre-
ciate tho difference Wo studied him from every
point of vnntngo and woro well satisfied Ho-
gavy Us tho impression of being clean ordoily
and morally sound in overy respect a typo of-
emplqyo a firm hates to part with Tho only
drawback to promotion Was tho danger to
tho servico in our office as all tho force nearly
to a man Jutted this Simon Harris for onlv one
reason that ho was a Jew Times without
number wo received slanderous reports calcu
lated to injuro the reputation of anyono less
well behaved and than this young
Jew Hut in nearly qvery instance tho re-
ports were traced to jealousy and found to bo
false last wo paid no hoed to them nnd
this means of petty rovongo fell through when
found futile Of course both Mr Disbrow
and myself on him as ownor tlio other mens social equal or that ho-
over could be Tt was not exactly prejudice
that gave us this fooling but simply a Chris
tians natural disposition to look down on iv
Tow no matter in how many respects ho be
his superior Wo knew thnt there wasnt n
man in the house who could touch tlis Simon
in business judgment but to us that didntcount His brain power wns simply ono of tho-
nssots of tho firm nnd no mom His powers
woro a pait of offion machinery and forthat reason wo felt justified in making tho bestuse of them no matter how tho
men objected Wo therefore sent hitn to Neo-
sho nnd oponod up a permanent station hero
When old pf his tho boy actunlly
cried Wo woro deeply touched by tills ovidenco-
of feeling especially when ho to us
that with his inoroiso in salary ho would bo
enabled to help his mother who wasstruggling to pay for their homo Ho seemed
to npplv nil his savings to this laudable pur
pose His devotion to his mother of course

to tho benefit and safety of tho
firm Ho hinted at somp great grief that
was proying op his mothers mind for which
lie trying to mako amends What thotrpubjn was wo never deemed it our busi
nosH to inquire And thon our townrd
l m art not Of our faith seemed to mako
his private nffairs Jess our concern than thov
would othorwiso havo been from our
biislnpss relation ho was nolhipg to us Prom
this description you will concede thut-

jyo wns a rnthor safe
ML Up wont to Neosho slaved thnro throughH summer nnd mndo good in moro respects

liuti one His work nnd tm resulth excepted
our most sangtilno TJto profits
from hn venture woro bevond belief His un
trjpir nnorpv nnd devotion to pur interest Bpnt
Mn into pluris for hhMnoss wo n vor thought
of anyone vlsjttn simply
could not ropo with his industry
genius Wo certainly oursojvos
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But last September ns n bolt from a clear
sky camo a letter fiom one of our heaviest
shippers stuting that our ngont was nothing
but a drunken bum and a gambler Also
that ho hnd lost nearly a thousind dollars the
pist Sunday night at cards in tho back of a
joint whole tho very lowest element rongio
gate This sounded right serious and must
Juivu hail some foundation in truth for tho
writer was a very responsible farmer anil mer-
chant I thought it best to keep the matter
from Mr Disbrow for tho present or until I
found out moie I lang up mother and
iuquiied if she had heard from her son as
customary Sho lepliud site had not T told
her Simon was in a little trouble and that I
was sending her tho letter which would ex-
plain the natuio of it 1 this course
the wisest ho that in casi bo had been mis-
using tho firms money it were best that
those nearest him bo not kept in ignorance
till too late to mlko repirntion Hut it seems
liis mother cannot lead Knglish for she had
her mnriicil daughter tell her tho contents of
the letter His sister mercifully withheld the
ugliest fentities merely telling tho anxious
mother hat her boy hud been cnuglit playing
cauls iiich was strictly against our rules
This explanation did not set her fears at rest
and caused her such uuenbiness that sho was
afrnid to face me The daughter came in the
mothers stead

Henceforth this concerns mo porsonlly moio
than tho firm I had of course set inquiries

disc keepers and the individual farmer ascertain tho tho
wheio while throughout the lihmiMr TheMnfarfinilorule of
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flagrantly violating an important rulot it meant
his instant dismissal This was noverdeviated
from no matter how efficient the man Ho had
become unsafe and the servico must dispense
with him You may well imagine that in Si-
mons case it could have meant nothing less
than dismissal if not something worse Hut
he is Btill with us nnd I think wonders at
hn miraculous escape

When his sister camo tho next day Iinstantly remembered her as having worked in
tho district as bookkeeper I infonod thnt-
sho was still single but she speedily undeceived
mo informing mo that she was married for
over five years and was tho mother of thieo-
cmildicnt What surprised mo moro titan any
thing else was tho fnct that her namo wns-
winthrop This you must understand is no
Jewish name and instantly my mind put two
and two together and gave mo a cluo to tho
grief thut wns tumbling Simons mother Tho
married daughter was not tho wife of a Jew
And now this new troublo with tho son crop
ping up I really felt porploxed how to de-
cide my courso of nctkm But on ono thing
I immediately determined Mr Disbrow nor
anyono else in the house must know anything
of it With tho help of tho bister I intended
to ndjiiHt it as best wo could I inquired
most scnichiugly nito the habits of both fam-
ilies nnd found tho infounntion nil thnt could
bo desiied She answered all questions witliperfect candor but with tho air of n fright-
ened child Kven when I assured hot that Iwould not take tiny hteps immediately thntwould bo harmful to their interest the terrified
look did not leave her oyos 1 told her to ioturn on tho inoriow and I would placo before
her additional data which I was awaiting from
tho secret servico man

Thut afternoon 1 wroto Simon to put lite
affairs in such shape that ho might leave fora few days I did not wish to alarm him so
was very careful to suppress every hint of
ltiy knowledge of his oscapulo I expected him
by tho end of tho woek-

Tho following day piomptly nt twelve MisWinthrop returned Our house was entirely
deserted Kveryono but mybelf hud gono to
lunch I noticed sho still regarded mo withtrepidation nnd looked around fearfully tit thodeserted offices 1 bhook her bund most cordially unit usherpd her into my private office
After a most perfunctory preliminary conversu
tion I opened my desk and took out severaltelegrams nnd a letter Tlteso informed herthnt Iter brother had been seen gambling on
Several othor occasl insf but hnd novpr lost over
a few dollars She looked tit mo in positive
horror I wns sorry to soo her so deeply
nffected Thon sho contlnuod reading Sho
know this hud never Interfered with the strictperformance of his duty On the occasion In
question lie had by n inlsqlmuco been in
yowled into a gambling don whore ho hadlost eight hundred and thfity dollars of tho
firms money besides over a hundred of his
own This wns authentic information and
our farmer friend wus not far wrong Mrs
Wintjirop did not speak for pomo time nftor-
sho Jald flipletter and telegrams on Jho dosk

C

Then sho leaned forwaid and said in a ter-
rified whisper This will suiely kill mama
if she finds out And wu never dteamed that
Simon knew ono card from another

Mrs Winthrop 1 pleaded feeling gen-
uinely sorry for her ovident distiess pleas-
udont agitato yourself so It may not bo so
bud after all Wo hnd best wait till he io
turns to hoar how it happened I expect u
letter from him in tomorrows mail Kven-
thnt without his presence may put a better
face on tho mutter Hut plead as I might
she still sat gazing vacantly into space twisting
her hunds in unconscious misery tho veiy
picture of despair

Ifo has been Mich a faithful boy that he
may pass safely through this crisis 1 contin-
ued

She looked at mo in dumb misery as sho
answered brokenly That is just it Mania
is just wrapped up in him ho bus heonso good
and faithful since since pipa died Site ltei
Stated before finishing us if her mind was occu-
pied by somo other painful thought

I diew my chair clobor to tiio desk picked
up tho telegrams and letters she had laid
down and locked them onco moro in my desk
Sho watched mo absently Her ungloved hand
was on tho desk near me trembling visibly in
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spito of her to control herself Then
sho said quite This may end up
in tho penitentiary for him if you feel
to him

1 laid my over and said sternly
Mis 1 you to conjure up

bitch dreadful feats
1 have already assured jou tint X will pro

eoul most temperately ttUing always into
his past good conduct anil extreme

youth I beg of you not to distress
Co liliuui to jour mother and tell

her that 1 can take no fin titer steps till I hear
ftotn Simon or see Ititii Let thnt-
liu my inosstgo to her Also thut iter son hits
given us in the past As
for 1 would consider it a great favor
if jon will return toinonow to ieul for your
silf what your brother viltes

With these assiiianies 1 sent her home
feeling u little mine at ete When she was
gone 1 could not help feeling at my
own conduct J what Mr Disbrow
would think of me for Simon Harris
in this unsavorj affair I was also not a
little untuseil nt my altitude in his
sister with so much I hoemed to
have a feeling towards her entirely
unaccountable to me exiept that I disliked

Parrish s New Book is headquarters for all kinds of Xmas Gifts
goods are all new and of the best quality and especially suitable for
Mother Sweetheart Brother and Sister Special for Sunday Schools
and churches Our Xmas line of goods consist of

NEWTS1INGSBN
Steiling Ebony Mani-

cure Shaving Sets Traveling
Smoking and
fine goods society Stationery Holly

Painted Art Calendars
Pictures WaterColors Carbon
Copies Conklin SelfFilling Fountain

Fancy Baskets

Painted China

jfol

pitifully
disposed

proveeuto
hand hers

Winthrop

con-
sideration

yourself
uiineeessirily

personally

entne satisfaetion
youtself

stirptihcd
wondeied

shielding

consoling
solicitude

peculiar

Store These
Father

prices

The new Tcco Ware Prass Craft Triple
and other handsome Mirrors Post and

Kodak Albums All kinds of finely bound

books and Xmas Books for children and

young folks as well as the new publications

A large line of Bibcs in all styles and bind-

ings

¬

with all the helps A splendid line of

Dictionaries and stands A fine line of
Umbrella and Cigar Stands and Brass

Jardinieres

Do not fail to call and see our New L ine of Holiday Goods Will be glad to show you

and aid you in your selections as we make a study of suggesting something suitable for you
various needs You are welcome at our store whether you buy or not Trusting you wil

give us the pleasure of showing you

s

efforts

foibid

Card

Brass

615 MAIN STREET

JAPANESE GOODS
Compriiing High Grade Hand Painted Porcelaini A Larse variety of Kimonas Toys and Novelties

Try our SANDAL WOOD PANS
arid SANDAL SLIPPERS

THEY WILL SURELY PLEASE YOU
We are era to Stay

re

Japan Art Tea Co
PHONE PRESTON 2538 620 MAIN COR CAPITOL

I

5i

3

t >


